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Q: How to build the ethics of difference?

Sarat Maharaj's activities range from teaching in prestigious institutions such as Humboldt University in Berlin and Goldsmith College in London to sound and visual art experiments. He co-curated Documenta XI and is one of the most versatile thinkers in the art world today. Grown up in segregated South Africa, his main focuses are now xeno-epistemology and ethics of difference.

What are the ethics of difference? “It's the struggle to construct meaning together, across the borders of cultural difference”, Maharaj asserts. With a poststructuralist influence and a literary passion for Joyce, Maharaj has a spacial thinking approach. Dadaist patchwork and geophilosophical rhizome are important references to him.

Space and ethnicity are now differently interrelated with each other. So are self and the other. Located on the famous Como lake, Fondazione Ratti is on a border itself: between open water and a very touristic town. Different from the other strangers in town, Sarat Maharaj has a multi-cultural background. Interview him about the changing of borders affected by the recent low cost flight boom. Focus on his views on evolution of ethnicity in this scenario and his future expectations about it. Besides, ask him what he thinks about the contemporary sci-fi and Hollywood divas & stars imagery of the lake. 

Travel Bag

· “Ulysses” by James Joyce.

· “The Task of the Translator” by Walter Benjamin.

· “Interrogating Identity” by Kellie Jones, Thomas W. Sokolowski, Sarat Maharaj.

· The Documenta XI exhibition catalogue.

